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_ Quick Glance at NeY» New Shows -- full digests on inside pages. 


The Browning Version-Coronet. 10/12/49. NeYs News Chapmen was the lone N.Y; 
daily critic to vote against the Evens double bill, The other critics praised Evans 
and Best and Author Rattigan for their respective work in The Browning Version. But 
' they split: on their opinions of A Harlequinade. 


Touch And Go-Brosadhurst, 10/13/49, Herald Cutten: Mirror, Sun and Compass 
didn't like the new Abbott revue. NeY. Times Atkinson gave it a very favorable re- 
View.’ Hamlet and Cinderella sketches were judged the best by all the critics. 

But there wes a wide difference of opinion on the merit of the music. Women Wear’s 
Daily Dash suggested the show could be molded into the hit class if the weaker ma- 
terial was dropped out, 


Openings This Week. 


_ . HgM,SePinafore & Trial By Jury-Hellinger, 10/17/49. Third bill of the planned 
four week stand of Gilbert & Sullivan Company. ; 


Cancelled Opening 


People Like Us-Cort, 10/19/49, William Taub hes "deferred the opening of the 
play to an indefinite date to allow for mendatory structural changes." Show played 
a week in’Toronto, and closed down cfter one week in Detroit, Both daily and trade 
critics panned the play. Detroit News Russell McLauchlin comments were typical, 
"It has glaring faults, The dialogue is rickety and unconvincing, cliches are so 
astonishing numerous that there is an occasional 20 minute stretch of talk which 
sounds like one grand bromide. The awful monologue infects the whole first act, 
Pace of first two acts is dreary and dull. Wnding needs better writing and sounder 
exposition. Third act is brisk melodrama, It should have been a better play.” 
Oddly enough Toronto Star Jack Karr thought the play was in fine shape for o Broad- 
way run, Detroit Times Harvey Taylor summed it up as “bad melodrama." 


. Magazine Reviewers View the New Plays -- digests on inside pages: 


Twelfth Night-Empire, 10/3/49. Cue's Gabriel billed the revival as "art's la- 
bors lost" and further proof that humor is highly mortal stuff. Both Time and the 
New Yorker panned ite George Jean Nathan called on tx guiding spirits of the famous 
Pmpire Thestre to protect their tradition from such minor efforts, 


Yes, M’Lord-Booth, 10/4/49, Cur, Time end Daily Worker added "con" votes to 
the daily papers who didn't enjoy the English comedy, Time called it “trivial and 
tiresome". The Daily Worker praised the production, but lambasted the play as “the 
most repulsive play in erent seen in many a seasons It is poisonous propaganda” , 


The Mikado-Hellinger, 10/4/49. Billboard and Variety praised the G&S ensemble, 
Cue's Gabriel called it “more brekyard than Savoyard". 
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The Browning Version and A Herleguinade 


a, Times-Pros One effective play given an excellent performancés one heavy- 
handed horseplay acted with e211 the skill of an amateur theatre society, One of 
-Bvans* mild evenings, as compared with Man-And Superman. Author's broken school- 
Master in the first play is a pathetic spectacle, without much to recommend him ex- 
“cept his helplessness. Direction, acting of first play issuperior theatre.-Atkinson, 


b. Tribune-Pros First play is savage, moving tragedy of frustration, hatred; 
honest and eloquent, Performances of Evans and Best are beautifully matched, excel- 
lent suoporting cast. Performances in second play more important than slight and 
Overwritten comedy.-Barnes, 


c+ News-Cont Two trifles are not very solid theetrical fare. Mild, inoffensive 
evening by pleasent company. But, just for the hell of it, I'd like some American 
theatre pretty soon -- say a revival of ‘Dead End’ "The Last Mile.'-Chapman, 


de Mirror-Pros Two plays eomplement one another beatafully, mode play going 
wonderful, indeed. What would the American theatre be without Evans? He has done 
nothing cheap or vulgar, current bill not least of his achievoments.-Coleman, 


¢. Compass=Pros First play is sharp, sure, neatly articulated, tight and con- 
stantly effecting drama. Evans gives electric performance, Best matches him.. Se- 
cond play on any list of thihgs that would not be especially missed.=-Pollock. 


f, Post-Pros A good theatrical time was had by 811. Neither play work of first 
importance, but both ere highly effective vehicles for good acting, Result is ex- 
tremely vleasant eveninge=Wattss 


gm. Sun=Proe Not perticularly notable plays, but turned into good theatre by show- 
manship and some supsrior performances, First is sharp and bitter. Second drags 
and sags a bite Both provide romp for stsrs. Both contain good writing, a 
and expertly played. Broadwey should be greteful for them.-Morehouse, 


h, World-Telegram-Pros Done with spirit, have contrast and brevity. Evans will 
not set any new records, but will be supported well by his fans.-Hawkins, 


i. Journal-American-Pros Evans in fine form in both plays, makes a beatiful but 
unbalances evening, Should have played first play last. Play and Wyvans are priceless 
in ite Best is miscast ‘n first play.-Gerland. 


ij. Bagle-Pros Virtuosity vied with moving drama end uproariously broad farce to 
give amazing enterteining eveninge Runs from spiritual tragedy to downright clowning, 
Rattigan, and best heve hit the 


k, Newark News-Pros First is superior pleylot, second is comic afterpiece. Evans 
portrayal sensitive ani mov ing. Excellently directods-Field. 


1. Women's Wear Deily-Pros Plays complement each other superbly» provide balance 
as well as variety. First success of the season.-Dash, 


me Morning Telegraph-Pros Production is shadow and substance, helf of it very 
excellent, the other half not so good. First is bitter playlet acted with great skill 
and sensitivity. Second ends in whirling insanity getting nowhere at all. The first 
play is ticket worthy.=-Bolton, 


| 
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"Touch Ang Go 

&e Times-Proe In speed, looks and style, it is in the best professional taste, 
mighty pleasent company for a friendly evening in the theatre. Capital light revue 
put on with skill, wit. Winning cast of young professionals.-Atkinson, 

7 b, Tribune-Cons More exuberance than wit and originality. Gay numbers out- 
weighed by tedious, tasteless skits and sentimental vocal interludes which leave show 

Sagging, .Remains amateurish when it is not plain dull:-Barnes., 

C> News-Pros Easy going revue with Abbott brisk supervision, but uneven, Like 
it because most of time it is topical, like revues were once upon a time, Hamlet 
mumber high spot of showy lyrics and music a bit too obvious, but enough in. show to 
Make you’ want to go.-Chapman, 

. d. Mirror-Cons Title may be prophetic, too many passages that miss rather than. 
hit, not enough entertainment for completely satisfying evening. Has a few tremen- 
dously funny sketches, but lacks final wallope No contenders for Hit Parade, dance 
numbers don’t match Tiger Lily.-Coleman, 

| 6- Compass-Cons Simplicity, youth, freshness, but very little flavor. Looks best 

a when dancers are at work, though none of them is thoroughly terrific, Things could 
; be better, authors owe the actors better mterial.-Pollock. 

f. Post-Pros Pleasant, lively, good looking show with some admirable things 
about it. Performers likeable and wholesome. Good songs, one good satirical sketch, 

proper pace, general air of good natured raillerye Cinderella sketch the best. 
Several songs merit popularity. Two sketches fail to come off.-Watts. 

' go Sun-Cons Uneven and slight bit of theatrical fare. Some good numbers but not 

E enough of theme Much of spoofing too heavy handed. Lend An Br is better,-Brown. 

he Journal-American--So-Sos Nothing wrong with it, nothing right with it. Begins 

ae uproariously, then it weakens. Curtain call surprised with its spontaneity and 
volume. Audiences can be angels. Show shiny to ear, casy on mind.-Garland. 

i. World Telegram=-Pros Satisfactory revue, energetic without being frantic, has 
more respect for all around talent than starry names, and is up to the minu-e with 
its spoofing. Cast is thoroughly pleasant, production luxurious without being over- 

bearing, colors prime, demanding .-Hawkins. 

oe is Fagle-So-Sos Melange of good and bad. By turns it is bright and dull. In 
its flashes of brillance, show is just fine. In its dimmer moods, it is merely quiet. 

Runs up record for unevenness in revues. Survives thanks to two pieces of glorious 

nonsense, namely Hemlet and Cinderella sketches.-Currie. 

k. Newark News=-Pros Entertainment dedicated to cause of good cheer, containing 

: some promising new talent. and some of best dancing numbers to be seen in years, 
Moderately facile blending of topical bits and pieces. Basic ingredients and pacing 
often leave much to be desired.-Field, 

1, Women's Wear Daily-Pros Meany clever, witty numbers in the show, Would be top 

is notch musical if some of weaker numbers were eliminated. The show gets better as it 

ae continues. Plethora of resounding good material, pity if it were not yet possible to 

o mould it so that.it ‘would have unity of pace as well es the unity of material it al. 
ready possesses, : . 


‘ 
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The’ Mikado 


a, Billboard- Pros Notab Le job a sathitiines fine cast, score gets a real read- 
ing. Should satisfy the most captious G&S fan. Well blended coektail of good vin- 
tage, that is if you like them.-Francis. 


Yes, M*Lord 


b. Daily WorkereCons Surface charocteristics of “charming” English drawing room 
comedy, wrapped around one of the most repulsive themes enacted on the Broadway stage 
in many @ day. Theme is that class relationships are cternal, and that all attempts 
to change them are impossible, An effcctive production of its kind.-Rubin. 


¢, Variety-So-Sos Inconsequential comedy of manners of mild concern to the audi- 
ence, although thcre are plenty of laughs. Dialogue sometimes inaudible and unintel- 
ligible, Deftly performed by expert London caste Maybe a hit’ in small house, not 

likely to repeat London success.-Hobe. 


de Billboard-Pros Warm and intelligent, but not gaited to the pace the customer 
demands. Matthews supcrlative, backed by top drawer support. If Matthews is really 
now 80, would like to get his orcscription for vitamins.-Francis. 


6, Cue=Cone Matthews and Curzon do all tho suave, engaging things they can to 
make the pisceia yoiversal caricature instced of a-docal conundrum. +Biggest- question. 
is why the play was brought across the seas.-Gabriel, 


f. Christian Science Monitor~Pros Most amiable kind of nonsensé, played with all 
the delightful composure, with an rapprochement which scems to emerge so well in an 
English cast, Nonsensical and delightful evening .-Beaufort,» 


g» Newsweek-Pros British comedy something on the filmy side, Enjoyable, if tri- 
vial, evening's entertainment. Players make the most of author's frequent flashes 
of wit and good humored toleranca. 


he Time-Cons Author did best to make everything as inconsequential as possible. 
Trivial, tiresome, all scenes played twice, including some that shouldn't be played 
at all. Componsationss some bright nonsensical chatter, some skillful British 
acting.= 


i, New Yorker-Prot Transatlaritic fancy work of the flimsiest and most antique 
design, but chances are that Matthews is just about enough to make up for it. Recom- 
mend it to you on that basis alonc, cautiously. Author is entertaining from time to 
time, Humor of upper English middle class droll in moderation.-Gibbs, i 


j+ CHECKING THE THEATRE ADSs Times ad for Yes, M'Lord credits Atkinson as say- 
ing "This is excellent acting right out of Mr. Matthews upper class bailiwick". Atkin- 
son’s next sentence was, "But even with Matthews presiding with a stylish assurance 
over tho cscapade, someone has to do some work on a comedy offered in 4& public theatre, 
Mr. Home has not done much work on the writing | nor has Colin Chandler done much on 

the direction." 


NOTEs Reviewers are .rated.as to how they like the show, not if. they think it will be - 
a hit, "Pro" means the reviewer recommends the show for an entertaining or 

stimulating evening, “Con” means he doesn't recommend it as such, "So-So" 

means: the reviewer didn't state his preference directly. 


A Streetcar Named Desirc-Barrymore, 12/3/47. Pros Times, Tribune, Nows, Mirror, 
M, Post, Sun, Journal-/merican, \jorld-Telegram, Brooklyn Eagle, Newerk News, Women 
Wear Deily, Wall Street Journal, Journal of Commerce, Morning Telegram, Varicty, 
Billboerd, Theatre Arts, Commonweal, SRL, Cue, Nowsweck, Nation, New Ropublic, New . 
Yorker, Con: Daily Viorker, Cetholic ‘Jorld, Christian Science Monitor. 50=S03 
George Jean Nethan, Time, 


As The Girls Go-Broadway, 11/14/48. Pros 19 reviews, Cons Tribune, Star, 
Morning Telegram, Commonwcale So-So: News, World-Tclegram, Arts, Common- 


weal, Daily Worker, Christian Sciencc Monitore No revicw in Saturday Review, 


Blackouts-Ziogfield, 9/8/39. Pros News, Mirror, Journal-Americean, World- 
Tolegram, Viomen Wiecar Daily, Billboord, Cons Times, Tribuno, Post, Sun, Varicty, 
Compess, Theatre Arts, Christian Seience Monitor, Newswoek, Timc, New Yorker, 

Others unchecked, 


Born Yesterdey-Millicr, 2/4/46, All 30 reviowers vote “Pro". 


Death of A Selcsman-Morosco, 2/10/49. Pros 28 revicws., Cons Natione 
Time 


Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/4596 Pros 20 reviews, Unchecked reviews are Eagle 
Newark News, Daily Worker, Nethan, Catholic World, Christian Science Monitor, Setur- 
day Revicw. Nation, New Republic, Compass. 


Diamond Lil-Plymouth, 3/23/49, 30 Reviews for Mac, 30 ogainst her play. 
Goodbyc My Fancy-Bcck,y 11/17/48, Pro: 18 Roviews. Cons World-Tclegram, 


Daily Workcr, Wall Stroct Journal, Catholic World, Nation, New Rcpublice So-5So38 
Nathan, Cuc, SRL, Time, No review in Compass, Christian Scionce Monitor, 


Kiss Me, Kate-Century, 12/31/48, Pros 28 Revicws, Con: New Republic.» 
Nono in Nations 


Lond An Ear-Shubort, 12/16/48, Pros 25 reviows, Cont Daily «orkory NeY. 
Star, Now Republic. So-Sos Natione Nonc in SRLa 


Miss Liberty-Imperial, 7/15/49. Prot Mirror, Sun, Journal-dmcrican, Women Wear 


Daily, Morning Telogram, Billboard. Cons Times, Tribunc, Varisty, Theatre Arts, 
Commonweal, Cuc, SRL, Timc, New Republic, SoeSos News, Post, World-Tclogram, 


Newsweek, Catholic World. Other unchecked, 


Mister Roborts-Alvin, 2/13/48, Pros 23 rovicwse Cont Schristicn Scionce Moni- 
tore So-Sos Daily Worker, Nathan, Morning Telegrame No roview in Catholic World, 
Nation. 


South Pacific-Majestic, 4/8/49. Pros Timcsy Tribunco, News, Mirror, Post, Sun, 
Journal American, Wiorld Telogram, Women Wear Daily, Journal of Commerce, Morning 
Telcgram, Varicty, Billboard, Theatro Arts, Christian Scicnce Monitor, SRLy Newswock, 
New Yorker. So-Sos Cue, Time, Othcrs unchecked, 


The Madwoman of Chaillot-Royalc, 12/28/48. Pros 20 Revicwse Cons Mirror, Star, 
Sun, Journal American, Journal of Commcrec, Nation, Billboard, Nation. So=So:s World 
Telegram, Eaglce 


Where's Charlcy-SteJamcsy 10/11/48, Pros 16 revicwse Cons Post, Sun, Women 
Wear, Daily Workcr, Billboard, Cormonweal, Christian Scicneo Monitor, SRKL,Newsweoks 
So-So% Mirror, Times None in Nation. Eagle unchockede 
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